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UHI O N REPRE SSION I N T URKEY 


/Comment. The Turkish labor movement has bean developing rapidly 
for the past several years Recently, there, have been charges of at- 
tempted repression of unions , much of it attributed directly to govern- 
ment officials This is noteworthy since the present government 
achieved power in May 1950 partly as the result of labor support aris- 
ing from its pledge to enact a law permitting strikes, a promise which 
has still not been fulfilled 


The following report is based on Turkish newspapers for the period 
lo September 1952 2U January 1953 ■ Numbers in parentheses refer to 

^ • appended sources 7 

'V ^ 



On IT December, Ulus reported that a labor dispute had arisen m Ayancik 
between the. Sinop StateTVorest Exploitation and the Ayancik Madeni Isler ve 
Ague Sanayii } seller! Sendikasl (Ayancik Metalworks and Wood Industry Workers 
Syndicate!, with the syndicate charging that the management was deliberately 
trying to break up the syndicate and to discharge its members. The syndicate 
further charges, continued the- paper, that with the encouragement of the local 
DP (P.mccrat Party) organization, r, r.e company established a second syndicate, 
which it placed under the orders of tne DP. 


According to the paper, members of the syndicate’s administrative commit - 
tee, seeing that their syndicate, was about to be destroyed, contacted Turk-Is 
(Confederation of Turkish Workers Syndicates) and sent a delegation to Ankara 
to protest to tn« government The newspaper then printed a statement, a sum- 
mary of which follows, made to one of its reporters by Ibsun Erdem, the syndi- 
cate president 

We hope that our complaint to the Labor Ministry will produce results. 

The director of t.r.e exploitation told us that "to create labor disputes is a 
Communist tactic. They want to create confusion here We have received 
orders from above to destroy this syndicate, which we have been overly slow 
m doing. Those who do not resign /from the syndicate/ will definitely be 
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fired '* Tee company has fired Falk Yavuz, our vice-president, and All Aydm, 
the chairman of our disciplinary court, on grounds of economy, aa veil as other 
workers who were believed to have secretly rejoined the syndicate after being 
coerced to resign. In the last £§• months, 200 syndicate members have resigned, 
while two administrative committee members ana 60 syndicate members have been 
fired since our delegation came to Ankara, yet during the last 3 months, the 
Ayancik mill has hired 150 new workers. Workers nave related the situation to 
the labor inspector sent to Ayancik by the ministry and have submitted sworn 
affidavits, but nevertheless the pressure has Increased and workers are still 
being fired If the Labor and Agriculture Ministries do not settle the matter 
satisfactorily, we shall take our case to the Grand National Assembly. (1) 

On 20 December , Ulus reported that the syndicate delegation, accompanied 
by Ismail lean, president of Turk -Is, had visited the two involved ministries 
the previous day. According to tee paper, they found Ibrahim Sargut, Under- 
secretary of Agriculture, completely passive end motivated by a bureaucratic 
attitude. He told teem mat the matter us.*- of no importance, although it would 
be studied, vMIe Mun.li?. Fer, Under s«:retary of Labor, exhibited an interest 
in tee problem and promised that the documents submitted by tne delegation 
would be carefully studied ana that necessary instructions would be sent to 
the regional labor inspectorate 

Ulus quoted Inan as saying trial thf* action against tne Ayancik workers was 
very "serious and unparalleled m tee history of the Turkish labor movement and 
that he was sure that, the representations to the administrative authorities 
would produce positive results According to the paper, Inan also declared 
that the benavicr of the labor inspector involved w&3 of a nature to require, 
legal proceedings against mm and that Turk Is would investigate every legal 
channel ’'Si 

A previous attempt at union repression was reported by Oece Posx.asi on 
i6 September According to the paper, the Istanbul Cimento Sanayil Isclleri 
Send ik&si i Istanbul Cement Industry Workers Syndicate), of which Ibrahim Bale i 
is president, had sent a letter to President Bayar , charging that the Zeyttn 
burnu Cement Plant was unjustly discharging workers on economy grounds, even 
though it. has an annual profit of t 00,000 3 :.ra Tr.e paper stated that the 
syndicate termed tee action a lockout /which is prohibited by law/ and charged 
also that the plant was hiring rev workers at Lover wages to replace those 
fired. The letter Asked Bayar to take nec-^sary action, concluded the news 
paper f 3 > 

Ulus on 18 December reported that mt- Bursa Sendikaiari Birligi (Union of 
But sa“Syndic. dies ; had filed a corpl-v, r,t with Turk Is, charging that members of 
syndicates belonging to the univ-r v*:e being subjected to every sort of pres 
sure aimed at forcing them t: re-igr. fr ot» the -yndi cates The complaint also 
Charged , continued Ulus, tear labor * nr-p-c t :r s were biased m ravor of em- 
ployer s ar.ri teat tne'rniy solution wcuto he for syndic. Hie cbververe to accom- 
pany hr.- i nr pec tore in meir wives r igat ions According tc tno paper, the Turk • 
Is r/ec utive committee, m «iew ol tr.e increasing number of such complaints, 
oas dec id -.d to c a~ t proper author i tier and demand that employers be forced 
to r r*-c t th*-' labor Law and Taw Mo SO lb, which authorizes the establishment 
of syndicates urn wor k-..r t n- right to join them : U ) 

On II . ttnuury , I'atan pubi ic-ovd a nt issuer, by lurk Is, which de 
dared that "throng:: ul'Turkey , pres - ur-e against syndicate* and their members 
are continuing in government cCficoa and ) official and private establish- 
ments, with the r-rult trial many workers a re being fireO Despite the many 
complaints made to ugi oral Labor directorates anti t r - Labor Ministry about 
such iihivih'S is; star.- economic organisations, nothing Is being done, and 
the complaints are not ev-.c being a-’ know.! edged " The statement, touched on the 
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Ayancik problem and said that the confederation * b. efforts to achieve a 
satisfactory solution had proven futile and quoted the Agriculture Minister 
as having said, "Why is the Labor Ministry meddling in my affairs?" Accord- 
ing to' Vatan , the statement also cited numerous complaints from Ankara, Istan- 
bul, Izmir, Adana, Bursa, Tuncbilek, Gaziantep, Nasilli, and Zonguldak and 
pledged that Turk-Is, despite the indifference of officials and of those ig- 
noring the law, would continue its efforts to stop such activities .( 5 ) 

On '2h January, Vatan reported that Turk-Ie had issued a press bulletin 
about union repression, vtoch cited the statements at a meeting of the Degirm- 
ensaz Komur Madenl Iscileri Sendikast (Degirmeneaz Coal Mine Workers Syndi- 
cate) of the governor of Kutahya and of the Kutahya public prosecutor. Ac- 
cording to V ata n, the bulletin claimed that tbe public prosecutor had told the 
meeting that he”consideTed the workers' demands to be Communistic and threat- 
ened syndicate members with prosecution under Article 142 of the Penal Codej 
the governor was alleged to hav* told newsmen that it was necessary to abolieh 
syndicates.. Turk-Is is asking the Ministry of Justice and the. Ministry of In- 
terior to take action against the two men, Vatan concluded .( 6 ) 
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